
Effective Small Church Fundraising Methods 
 

Raising funds for a church can be a difficult task, especially if you’ve been relying on the same 

methods for years. Along with some of the more traditional fundraising methods, it's important 

to come up with creative and unique fundraising ideas to keep your church’s fundraising efforts 

fresh and exciting.  

Here are both some traditional methods, as well as a few unique church fundraising ideas that 

can help your church reach its goals. 

Traditional Church Fundraising Methods 

Traditional fundraising methods have proven to be effective over time, offering reliable ways for 

small churches to raise funds fairly quickly. These methods leverage the support of the 

congregation and the local community. Let's delve into some of these traditional fundraising 

methods and explore how they can be implemented: 

A. Offering and Tithes Promotion 

Encouraging regular giving and emphasizing its impact is a foundational approach to fundraising 

for small churches. By educating the congregation about biblical principles of giving and 

stewardship, churches can foster a culture of generosity and financial support. Some strategies 

for promoting offerings and tithes include: 

• Preaching on giving: Incorporate teaching on giving as a regular part of sermons or 

dedicated sermon series, highlighting the biblical principles and blessings associated with 

faithful giving. 

• Provide stewardship resources: Share materials that offer practical guidance on 

budgeting, managing personal finances, and biblical perspectives on stewardship. These 

resources can empower individuals to develop a holistic approach to giving. 

• Testimonials and success stories: Invite members of the congregation to share personal 

testimonies about how their giving has made a difference in their lives and in the church. 

These stories can inspire others to participate in giving as well. 

B. Fundraising Events 

Fundraising events provide opportunities for the church community to come together, have 

fun, and support the church's financial needs. These events can engage both the congregation 

and the local community. Some popular fundraising event ideas include: 

• Church bake sale or yard sale: Organize a sale of baked goods or donated items from 

church members and the community. Promote the event through word-of-mouth, social 

media, and local advertising. 



• Community dinner or potluck: Host a dinner event where church members and the 

community can enjoy a meal together for a suggested donation. This creates an 

opportunity for fellowship and raising funds simultaneously. 

• Special event partnerships: Collaborate with local businesses or organizations to host 

joint events, such as a charity auction, concert, or talent show. These partnerships can 

expand the reach of the event and attract a broader audience. 

C. Donation Drives 

Donation drives allow small churches to collect essential items or resources from the 

congregation and the local community for sale or distribution. These drives can serve a dual 

purpose of raising funds and meeting specific needs. Here are some examples: 

• Non-perishable food drive: Organize a food drive to collect non-perishable food items 

for a local food bank. Promote the drive within the church and the community, 

encouraging donations to help those in need. 

• Clothing drive: Collect gently used clothing, shoes, and accessories from the 

congregation and the community. Hold a sale or partner with a local thrift store to sell 

these items, with proceeds benefiting the church. 

• Supply drive: Host a drive to collect specific supplies needed for a ministry or 

community outreach effort. For example, collect school supplies for underprivileged 

children or hygiene items for a local shelter. 

D. Partner with Local Businesses 

Building relationships with local businesses can provide small churches with additional financial 

support. Businesses can offer sponsorships, donations, or host fundraising nights. Here's how to 

leverage these partnerships: 

• Seek sponsorships or donations: Approach local businesses to inquire about 

sponsorship opportunities or donations. Outline the church's mission and the specific 

project or need for which funding is sought. Offer recognition or advertising 

opportunities in return for their support. 

• Fundraising nights: Collaborate with local restaurants or cafes to host fundraising nights. 

On a designated night, a portion of the proceeds from the restaurant's sales can be 

donated to the church. Promote the event within the church and the community to 

drive participation. 

By implementing these traditional fundraising methods, small churches can engage their 

congregation and community in meaningful ways while generating funds fairly quickly. These 

tried-and-true approaches provide a solid foundation for financial support and cultivate a spirit 

of generosity within the church community. 

 



Unique Ideas for Church Fundraising 

In addition to traditional fundraising methods, small churches can explore unique and creative 

approaches to raise funds fairly quickly. These innovative strategies can spark excitement, 

engagement, and community involvement. Let's delve into some unique fundraising methods and 

explore how small churches can implement them: 

A. Crowdfunding Campaign 

Crowdfunding has gained popularity as an effective fundraising method, leveraging the power of 

online platforms and social networks. Small churches can create compelling crowdfunding 

campaigns to rally support from their congregation and beyond. Here's how to make a 

crowdfunding campaign successful: 

• Choose a reputable crowdfunding platform: Select a trusted crowdfunding platform, 

such as GoFundMe or Kickstarter, to host the campaign. These platforms provide easy-

to-use tools for setting up the campaign and accepting online donations. 

• Craft a compelling story: Clearly articulate the church's mission, vision, and the specific 

need or project for which funds are being raised. Share stories and testimonies that 

resonate with potential donors and convey the impact their contributions can make. 

• Leverage social media: Utilize social media platforms to spread the word about the 

crowdfunding campaign. Share updates, photos, videos, and personal stories related to 

the cause. Encourage the congregation and supporters to share the campaign within 

their networks. 

B. Creative Events and Activities 

Hosting creative events and activities can generate excitement, engage the community, and raise 

funds for small churches. These events provide opportunities for fellowship, entertainment, and 

community connection while supporting the church financially. Here are some ideas to 

consider: 

• Talent show or talent competition: Organize a talent showcase where church members 

can showcase their skills and talents. Encourage participation from various age groups 

and talents, such as singing, dancing, comedy, or spoken word. Sell tickets and invite the 

community to attend. 

• Community concert: Host a concert featuring local musicians, bands, or choirs. 

Promote the event to the congregation and the community. Consider partnering with 

other churches or community organizations to widen the audience reach. 

• Art auction or craft fair: Organize an art auction or craft fair, showcasing the creative 

talents of the congregation and local artisans. Display and sell artwork, handmade crafts, 

and other creative items. Offer a portion of the proceeds to the church. 

 



C. Service Auction 

A service auction allows the congregation to offer their skills, time, and expertise to the highest 

bidders within the church community. This unique fundraising method leverages the talents and 

abilities of church members. Here's how it works: 

• Gather service offerings: Invite church members to donate services they can provide, 

such as cooking a gourmet meal, offering music lessons, providing home repairs, or 

organizing a gardening day. Create a catalog listing the services available for auction. 

• Conduct the auction: Host a special event where attendees can bid on the services 

offered. Emphasize that the funds raised will support the church's ministries and 

projects. 

• Promote friendly competition: Encourage healthy bidding competition among church 

members by highlighting the unique skills and value each service brings. This fosters 

excitement and increases the fundraising potential. 

D. Online Fundraising 

Leveraging the power of online platforms and technology can expand fundraising opportunities 

for small churches. Online fundraising methods provide convenience and accessibility to a wider 

audience. Consider the following approaches: 

• Set up an online donation portal: Create a dedicated page on the church's website 

where visitors can make secure online donations. Provide clear instructions and options 

for recurring donations, if applicable. 

• Social media fundraising campaigns: Utilize social media platforms to launch short-term 

fundraising campaigns. Set a specific fundraising goal and encourage followers to 

contribute within a designated timeframe. Regularly share updates, progress, and stories 

related to the campaign to maintain momentum. 

 

By implementing these unique fundraising methods, small churches can tap into their creativity, 

engage their congregation, and attract support from the wider community. These innovative 

approaches provide opportunities to make a memorable impact while raising funds fairly 

quickly. 

 


